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Welcome ladies to Edition #13 of our Special
Edition Newsletter…
This week is the “GWEN” version!
We will create this newsletter, weekly, the whole
period where we are
STAYING AT HOME to SAVE LIVES,
Please let us know of any stories or
suggestions.

Gwen
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Gwen, our internet
sensation,
collecting over
6,000 views,
worldwide!

Gwen has starred in the EKN, the WI Life magazine
AND the Canterbury Cathedral newsletter!!

“Down with the kids”,
Gwen shares a selfie with Kelly

With Birthday cake at her
105th Birthday, last year.

Page 2 shows us the world Gwen was born in to.
Like today, in 2020, it was an exceptional & turbulent time.
But, as with 1914 and the arrival of our Gwen,
wonderful things can be born in outstanding times

Our 40th Birthday is in 2021!
(hopefully we will be out of lockdown by then!!)

PUT YOUR THINKING CAPS ON
What things can we do to celebrate? - All suggestions welcome!

Gwen fact:
Gwen was President of our St Stephen’s W.I. for six years
and also headed the needlecraft group

People mostly had gas lamps &
cooked on open fires as only a few
rich people could afford electricity.
Many people had no hot
water or toilets in their
houses.
The Foxtrot was introduced

GWEN’S BRITAIN - 1914
The Foreign Secretary, Sir Edward Grey, made a
speech to Parliament stating it inevitable that Britain
would have to join the war against Germany.
That evening he is quoted as saying: “The lamps are
going out all over Europe; we shall not see them lit
again in our lifetime.".
The following day, Britain joined the First World War.

King George V was the monarch. He was Queen Victoria’s grandson &
grandfather of our Queen Elizabeth.
The showing of the first colour
The first Glastonbury Festivals were a series of
feature film in Britain:
cultural events held in the Summer from 1914.
The World, the Flesh & the Devil
Rosebuds, later renamed Brownies,
set
up by Agnes Baden-Powell, as the
JT Hearne becomes the first
younger section of The Guide Association
bowler to take 3000 wickets

Frustrated & dismayed by the failure
of politicians and peaceful protesters
Suffragettes continued their
Campaign of Civil Disobedience
with arson attacks on the Bath Hotel,
Felixstowe; the Britannia Pier, Great
Yarmouth & All Saints’ Church, Breadsall.

A conference was called by the King to
try & resolve the differences between
what would become known as
Northern Ireland & Eire.
Prime Minister Asquith
proposed to allow NI to
vote on whether to join
the Home Rule
parliament in Dublin.

The world’s first
electric traffic signal
is put into place.

Britain is bombed for
the first time when a
German aircraft drops
a bomb over Dover
Speedo swimwear is
born under the brand
name ‘Fortitude’.

Several famous paintings were attacked with
meat cleavers by Suffragettes including:
Mary Wood - J.S. Sargent's Henry James
Gertrude Ansell - Herkomer's Duke of Wellington
Maude Kate Smith - Clausen's Primavera.
Mary Richardson - Velázquez’s Rokeby Venus.

A ‘March on Buckingham Palace’ with a petition
by the Suffragettes was thwarted by police.

Katherine Routledge and her husband arrived at
Easter Island to make its first true study.
Katherine died in 1935 after being institutionalised
with schizophrenia. However, to this day, any
archaeology on the island continues to make use
of her field notes and ethnographic research.

Private Thomas Highgate from Kent, the first
British soldier to be charged for desertion during
the War, was execution by firing squad in France.
Highgate was posthumously pardoned, along
with over 300 such soldiers, in 2006.

The London Stock Exchange
The Neptune Film Company opens is closed until 4 Jan 1915
the first Elstree Studios
in Hertfordshire
Income tax is doubled as a result of the War

British and German soldiers hold
an unofficial Christmas Day truce.

The magazine London Opinion is the
first to carry the iconic drawing of Lord
Kitchener -Your Country Needs You.

A letter from Betty & Gwen..
Dear WI ladies
I am writing to say a Very Big Thank You for all the kindness you have
shown both Gwen & me over these past few weeks. The spring
flowers & hyacinths have been so cheerful & bright & we have loved
the Easter chocolates in their little baskets. If you go past our flats you
will see we are proud to display the beautifully knitted rainbows. A lot
of work has gone into the making of them and thank you for helping us
send our message of appreciation of the dedication of our nurses &
doctors in the mammoth task of caring for those afflicted by the virus.
Thank you Julie for coming to see us with all these kind gifts. Being
restrained has not been easy but how can we complain when we have
such caring friends.
Thank you again.
God Bless you all.
With love from Gwen and Betty.

Solution to last week’s Counties Quiz...
1 -Northumberland

25 - Cambridgeshire

2 -Cumbria

26 - Suffolk

3 - Tyne and Wear

27 - Northamptonshire

4 - Durham

28 - Gloucestershire

5 - Lancashire

29 - Oxfordshire

6 - North Yorkshire

30 - Buckinghamshire

7 - Merseyside

31 - Bedfordshire

8 - Greater Manchester

32 - Hertfordshire

9 - West Yorkshire

33 -Essex

..name all the England Counties

34 - City of Bristol
10 - East Riding of Yorkshire
11 - Cheshire

35 - Wiltshire

12 - South Yorkshire

36 - Berkshire

13 - Lincolnshire

37 - Greater London

14 - Shropshire

38 - City of London

15 - Staffordshire

39 - Kent

16 - Derbyshire

40 - Somerset

17 - Nottinghamshire

41 - Hampshire

18 - Herefordshire

42 - Surrey

19 - Worcestershire

43 - Cornwall

20 - West Midlands

44 - Devon

21 - Warwickshire

45 - Dorset

22 - Leicestershire

46 - Isle of Wight

23 - Rutland

47 - West Sussex

24 - Norfolk

48 - East Sussex
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Next week, as we enter July, our newsletter will continue
to have all your favourites.
Have you something you could submit?
The National Theatre Company continue to release classic
theatre productions on their YOUTUBE page
This week, streaming until Thursday 9th July,
Les Blancs, by Lorraine Hansberry
An African country teeters on the edge of civil war. A society prepares to drive out its colonial
present and claim an independent future. Tshembe, returned home from England for his
father’s funeral, ﬁnds himself in the eye of the storm.

A new additional style for the card
making at only £1 each

Personalised and crafted
cards.
Don’t forget to take time and
think what cards you will be
needing for the rest of year and
place an order for personalised,
crafted cards from Julia or
Angela who are ready to take
your specific requests with all
money raised being donated to
The Baptist Church, Canterbury.

Do keep sending in your SPRING INSPIRED PICTURES AND/OR POETRY
(write your own lockdown poem to a tune or verse you know, replacing the
original lyrics with your words) for our ongoing competitions. It’s been beautiful
seeing your pictures and poems…. Keep them coming!
If you need assistance uploading / downloading pictures do feel free to ask for help

From the National Federation of WI:
Due to the cancelation of group meetings in response to the CV-19 pandemic, “..we
are offering a 3-month extension to this year’s membership subscription.
The next renewal date for membership subscriptions will, therefore, be 1st April
2021. In addition, from this point onwards, membership renewals will always be in
April. This is to acknowledge the feedback many of you shared about the challenges
of the January payment date and how you wished to see this changed in the future.”

If you would like to discuss anything in this newsletter or require help
or support, please contact me on 07737 14 77 66 or email
felicity-tasker@hotmail.com

